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INTRODUCTION

In our country, a large number of people earn their 
livelihood either by producing or marketing the 
flowers. Cultivation of flowers provides better net 
realization from a unit area of land. 

Among flowers, rose (Rosa indica) is one of the 
nature’s beautiful creations and is universally 
acclaimed as the “Queen of flowers”. Rose is 
certainly the best known and most popular of 
all garden flowers through out the world and 
has been grown on the earth for many millions 
of years because of its attractive blooms and 
pleasing fragrance besides wide array of colours, 
commercial uses and medicinal properties (Biswas, 
1983). 

Gujarat state has 2558 hectares of area under rose 
cultivation and 16479 M. tones of loose flowers 
production with an average productivity of nearly 
6.5 Metric tones per ha. According to the statistics, 
the area under rose in Amdavad district was 236 
hectares with production of 1652 Metric tones 
(Anonymous, 2007). In this region, the average 
productivity comes out to be approximately nearer 
to the state average, even though the potential of 
rose production and export have not yet been fully 
exploited in Gujarat and particularly in Amdavad 
district. The constraints faced by the farmers hinder 

the production and hence desired result could not 
be achieved. Constraints in farming never end but 
they can be minimized if known to policy makers 
and planners. Therefore, an attempt was made to 
know the constraints faced by the rose growers 
regarding various aspects of rose cultivation. 

METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted in Dholka taluka of 
Amdavad district of Gujarat state. There are 71 
villages of Dholka taluka. A List of rose growing 
villages along with area under rose cultivation 
was obtained from office records of the Deputy 
Directorate of Horticulture, Amdavad and Taluka 
Panchayat, Dholka. Out of that, six villages were 
selected based on specific criteria. These selected 
villages were considered as stratum and with the 
help of proportional allocation method, sample 
size of each stratum was determined. A random 
sampling procedure was adopted for the selection 
of respondents from the selected villages. Thus, 
total 127 rose growers were selected randomly. 
Keeping in view the objectives of the study an 
interview schedule was prepared and data were 
collected by personal interview approach. The 
rose growers were asked to express the constraints 
faced by them in rose cultivation. Frequency and 
percentage for each constraint were calculated. 
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Then, they were assigned rank on the basis of 
percentage.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The efforts were made to identify the constraints 
perceived by the rose growers. It is evident from 
Table that the rose growers encounter many 
constraints regarding various aspects of rose 
cultivation. The main constraints as encountered 
by them were: Fluctuation in prices of roses (90.60 
per cent), non-availability of laborers for various 
rose cultivation practices  (74.80 per cent), high 
cost of inputs (67.70 per cent), commission rates of 

agents very high (66.10 per cent),  weed problem 
(64.60 per cent), high cost of transportation (61.40 
per cent), lack of technical guidance at proper time 
(59.80 per cent), natural calamities /flood (53.50 
per cent) and lack of marketing facility nearby 
villages (50.40 per cent), respectively.

The other important constraints as opined by them 
include ‘only single time subsidy is available’ (46.50 
per cent), ‘insufficient training programme’ (45.70 
per cent), ‘non-availability of sufficient credit in 
time’ (44.90 per cent) and ‘difficulty in calculation 
of doses of fertilizers’ (38.60 per cent), respectively.

Table 1 : Constraints faced by rose growers regarding   various aspects of rose cultivation                  n=127

Sr 
No Constraints Frequency Per cent Rank

1 Fluctuation in prices of rose flowers 115 90.60 I
2 Non-availability of laborers for various rose cultivation practices 95 74.80 II
3 High cost of inputs 86 67.70 III
4 Commission rates of agents very high 84 66.10 IV
5 Weed problem 82 64.60 V
6 High cost of transportation 78 61.40 VI
7 Lack of technical guidance at proper time 76 59.80 VII
8 Natural calamities/flood 68 53.50 VIII
9 Lack of marketing facility near by villages 64 50.40 IX

10 Only single time subsidy available i.e. only at the time of new 
plantation

59 46.50 X

11 Insufficient training programme 58 45.70 XI
12 Non-availability of sufficient credit in time 57 44.90 XII
13 Difficulty in calculation of doses of fertilizers 49 38.60 XIII
14 Lack of information about sources of loan and subsidy 45 35.40 XIV
15 Irregular supply of electric power for irrigation 44 34.60 XV
16 Quality of irrigation water/ low level of water table in the soil 43 33.90 XVI
17 Unavailability of sufficient literature about rose cultivation in 

local language
42 33.10 XVII

18 Unavailability of good quality of grafts from nursery 38 29.90 XVIII
19 Less coverage of rose related information in communication 

media
34 26.80 XIX

20 No proper intimation about relay / broadcast of programme on 
TV / Radio

32 25.20 XX

21 Lack of availability of improved varieties of rose 28 22.00 XXI
22 Insufficient rose grafts availability from Govt. nursery 24 18.90 XXII
23 High cost of irrigation on rent base 22 17.30 XXIII
24 Difficult to store picked roses due to perishable one 16 12.60 XXIV
25 Information is not available at co-operative societies 14 11.00 XXV
26 Marketing of low grade rose after grading is difficult 12 09.40 XXVI
27 No export related knowledge 08 06.30 XXVII
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CONCLUSION

Based on the findings, it is recommended that 
rose growers of study area need to be provided 
support price for their product during peak season 
as well as timely inputs at reasonable cost and 
sufficient credit in time. Marketing aspects also 
need attention so as to minimize commission 
rates charged by the agents and smoothen the 
marketing of produce by creating marketing 
facilities. Technical guidance and other extension 

services need to be strengthened to facilitate the 
rose growers overcome the problems. 
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