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Constraints faced by rural youth while participating in the 
renual development activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The socie-economic developement 
and prosperity of the country depends to 
a considerable extent on the type of the 
youth the country has, because the rural 
youth have abilities and capabilities to 
orient themselves in the main stream of 
the development process. Youth are con
sidered as a dynamic force in their thoughts 
and actions for the development of the 
society and country. But evaluation stud
ies under taken by Goverment and other 
agencies have clearly indicated that the 
rural youth as a group are shy to take part 
in the rural development process 
(Bhave,1985). Rajasekhar (1987) also 
stated that the primary causes for the 
wastage of youth power were lack of ap
propriate state wide interlinked network 
for youth organizations and lack of proper 
training and guidance. 

The low participation of rural devel
opment activities is widely accepted. This 
fact needs a systematic research study to 
screen out the important constraints faced 
by rural youth while participating in the 
rural development activities. 
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OBJECTIVE 

(1) To find out the constraints faced by 
the youth while initiating and/or participat
ing in development activities in the villages 
and their suggestions to overcome these 
constraints. 

METHODOLOGY 

The present study was conducted in 
Parbhani district of the Maharashtra state. 
Out of seven talukas from the Parbhani 
district, two talukas were selected ran
domly by lottery method. The selected 
talukas were (i) Parbhani and (ii) Gan
gakhed. From each of the two talukas five 
Villages were selected randomly. Young 
male person in the age group of 15-29 
years, who were residents of village and 
who can atleast read and write, formed the 
respondents for the study. A list of male 
members of the village populations was 
prepared for each of the selected villages 
by consulting with Sarpanch, Gramsevak 
and school teacher of the village. From 
these available list, 10 per cent of the rural 
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youth from each of these villages were 
randomly selected. Thus, total sample 
consisted of 210 rural youth. The data 

were collected from the res
through structured interview 
constructed for this purpose. 

pondents 
schedule 

Table-1 : Distribution of the respondents according to their constraints in partici
pating and/or initiating development activities in the village. 

N=210 

Sr. No. Constraints	 Frequency Percentage 

1.	 Lack of co-operation from villagers 143 68.10 
2.	 Lack of rural youth clubs and their activities 134 63.81 
3.	 Lack of financial assistance from the Government 128 60.95 
4.	 Lack of support from the village institutions 121 57.62 
5.	 Lack of proper leadership 107 50.95 
6.	 Lack of training facilities 104 49.52 
7.	 Lack of assistance and support from block staff 87 41.43 
8.	 Villagers not showing faith in' youth 68 32.38 
9.	 Lack of interest on the part of youth in village 65 30.95 

development work 
10.	 Lack of spare time 48 22.86 
11.	 Not giVing importance to the opinion 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

clubs and their activities (64 per cent), It was conspicuous from the table 1 
lack of financial from the Goverment (61that the major problems identified were 
per cent) and lack of support from thelack of co-operation from villagers (68 
village institutions (58 per cent). percent), followed by lack of rural youth 

Table- 2 : Distribution of the respondents according to their suggestions to 
overcome the constraints 

N=210 

Sr. No. Constraints	 Frequency Percentage 

1.	 Co-operation from villagers 143 68.10 
2.	 Establishment of functional rural youth 134 63.81 

club in the village. 
3.	 Adequate financial help from the 122 58.10 

Government. 
4.	 Suuport from the village institutions 121 57.62 
5.	 Proper training and guidance from 97 46.19 

the local leaders and the block staff 
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Further, they indicated that there was a 
lack of proper leadership as well as lack of 
training facilities (50 per cent.Other con
traints like lack of assistance and support 
from block staff, villagers do not show faith 
in youth, lack of interest on the part of 
youth in village development work, lack of 
spare time and villagers do not give impor
tance to the opinion of youth were ex
pressed by the respondents. 

As regards to suggestions, it can be 
seen from the Table 2 that majority of the 
rural youth had indicated constructive 
suggestions to overcome these constraints. 
The most important suggestions given by 
them were co-operation from the villagers 
rural youth club (64 per cent), adequate 
financial help from the Government (58 
per cent ) and support from the village 
institutions (58 per cent). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The major constraints faced by the rural 
youth were lack of co-operation from vil
lagers, followed by lack of rural youth 
clubs and their activities, lack of financial 
assistance from the Govenrmentof sup
port from the village institutions. To im
prove the partcipation of the rural youth 

The most important suggestions of
fered by the rural youth were co-opera
tionin rural development activities, there is 
an urgent need to minimise the constraints 
faced by youth. 

The most important suggestions of
fered by the rural youth were co-operation 
from the villagers, establishment of fuc
tional rural youth club, adequate financial 
help from the Government and support 
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