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Pragmatic Perspectives of Agricultural Development Programmes  in Present Scenario

INTRODUCTION

Farm women are the backbone of Indian agriculture. 
Growing food has been an interminable saga of her life. Like 
other rural women tribal women also play an important role in 
agriculture. Even cultural anthropological literature suggests 
that agriculture is invention of women. Farming in India 
is mainly a family occupation. Role performance defined 
as the way women actually plays their role in a livelihood 
management. Farm women play vital role within home as 
housewives in managing the domestic affairs and they work 
as co-partners in the farming profession. No operation in 
field is beyond them. They are best in sowing, transplanting, 
weeding, manuring, harvesting, winnowing, threshing, 
storing, marketing and rearing livestock etc. Besides they are 
the manager to the household activities. They take important 
decision in home and outside the home.

OBJECTIVE

To study the constraints faced by tribal farm women 

in livelihood management and seek their suggestions to 
overcome the constraints and extension strategy

METHODOLOGY

 The present investigation was undertaken in 6 
talukas of Tapi district were selected for the study in which 
Vyara, Dolvan, Valod, Songadh, Uchchhal and Nizertalukas 
of Tapi district of South Gujarat. From each talukas two 
villages were selected and from each village ten respondents 
were selected randomly. So from each taluka total twenty 
respondents were selected for present study. The simple 
random sampling method was used to select 120 respondents 
for the study. Interview schedule was constructed by 
formulating relevant questions in accordance with objectives 
of study. The data were collected by personal interview 
method. The statistical tools i.e. frequency, rank, arithmetic 
mean, standard deviation and correlation coefficient (r) were 
used to derive the inference.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Table 1: Distribution of tribal farm women according to constraints experienced in livelihood management   
                                     (n=120)

Sr. 
No. Constraints F % Rank

1 Higher time consumption for household work 68 56.66 VII
2 Dominance of male members in family 63 52.50 VIII
3 Lack of timely artificial insemination facility in village 90 75.00 II
4 Concentrate feeds and mineral mixture are costly 86 71.66 III
5 High construction cost of cattle shed 94 78.33 I
6 Inadequate knowledge of disease and their control 46 38.33 X
7 Lack of allowance for take decision 70 58.33 VI
8 high charges of farm labours 16 13.33 XIII
9 lack of knowledge about improved agriculture technology 48 40.00 IX
10 Lack of confidence while taking decision 11 09.16 XV
11 Inadequate knowledge of balancing ration 44 36.66 XI
12 Non availability of green fodder round the year 78 65.00 V
13 Lack of useful training toward scientific management of animals 81 67.50 IV
14 Child care and agricultural work at same time were increase work load 30 25.00 XII
15 Lack of help in problem solving 14 11.66 XIV

 The data presented in table 1 clearly indicated that 
the high construction cost of cattle shed (78.33 per cent) was 
perceived by the respondents as main constraint and it is 
ranked first followed by lack of timely artificial insemination 
facility in village (75.00 per cent) ranked second, concentrate 
feeds and mineral mixture are costly (71.66 per cent) ranked 
third, lack of useful training toward scientific management 
of animals (67.50 per cent) ranked fourth, non-availability of 
green fodder round the year (65.00 per cent) ranked fifth, lack 
of allowance for take decision (58.33 per cent) ranked sixth, 
higher time consumption for household work (56.66 per cent) 

ranked seventh, dominance of male members in family (52.50 
per cent) ranked eighth, lack of knowledge about improved 
agriculture technology (40.00 per cent) ranked ninth, 
inadequate knowledge of disease and their control (38.33 per 
cent) ranked tenth, inadequate knowledge of balancing ration 
(36.66 per cent) ranked eleventh, child care and agricultural 
work at same time were increase work load (25.00 per cent) 
ranked twelfth, high charges of farm labours (13.33 per cent) 
ranked thirteenth, lack of help in problem solving (11.66 per 
cent) ranked fourteenth and lack of confidence while taking 
decision (09.16 per cent) ranked fifteenth.

Suggestions to overcome the constraints

Table 2: Distribution of tribal farm women according to their suggestions to overcome the constraints              (n=120)

Sr. 
No. Suggestions f % Rank

1 Subsidy should be available for construction of cattle shed 92 76.66 I
2 development of Co-operative society for farm women 76 63.33 V
3 Cattle feed and mineral mixture should be provided at cheaper rate 89 74.16 II
4 Training should be given about dairy management and technical know-how aspects 53 44.16 VI
5 Training should be given about silage preparation 46 38.33 VII
6 Facility should be established in villages for artificial insemination 78 65.00 IV
7 regular  visit should be carried out by VLWs 31 25.83 IX

8 Training programmes should be organized by extension institute for regular update of 
improved agricultural technology 44 36.66 VIII

9 Saving their time and energy spent on household work 83 69.16 III

The table 2 clearly revealed that out of all suggestions 
to overcome the constraints mentioned by respondents, 
majority of them said that the subsidy should be available 
for construction of cattle shed (76.66 per cent) and ranked 
first followed by cattle feed and mineral mixture should be 
provided at cheaper rate (74.16 per cent) ranked second, 

saving their time and energy spent on household work (69.16 
per cent) ranked third, facility should be established in 
villages for artificial insemination (65.00 per cent) ranked 
fourth, development of Co-operative society for farm women 
(63.33 per cent) ranked fifth, training should be given about 
dairy management and technical know-how aspects (44.16 
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per cent) ranked sixth, training should be given about 
silage preparation (38.33 per cent) ranked seventh, training 
programmes should be organized by extension institute for 
regular update of improved agriculture technology(36.66 per 
cent) ranked eighth and regular visit should be carried out by 
VLWs (25.83 per cent) ranked ninth

CONCLUSION

 From above findings, it can be conclude that out of 
different constraints high construction cost of cattle shed was 
perceived by the respondents as main constraint followed 
by lack of timely artificial insemination facility in village, 
concentrate feeds and mineral mixture are costly, lack of 
useful training toward scientific management of animals and 
non-availability of green fodder round the year, respectively. 
The Major suggestions recorded in sequential order of rank 
were; subsidy should be available for construction of cattle 
shed, Cattle feed and mineral mixture should be provided at 
cheaper rate, Saving their time and energy spent on household 
work, Facility should be established in villages for artificial 
insemination, development of Co-operative society for farm 
women. 
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